much depemd. There Is, no doubt, a gloss of
novelty which time wears off. As you very
properly hint yourself, you are not to be sur-
prised if, in your rural retreat, you do not find
yourself surrounded with that glare of notice
and applause which here shone upon you. No
man can be a good poet without being some-
what of a philosopher. lie m,ust lay hi$ ac-
count, that any one, who exposes himself to
public observation, will occasionally meet with
the attacks of illiberal censure, which it is al-
ways best to overlook and despise. He will be
inclined sometimes to court retreat, and to dis-
appear from public view. He will not affect to
shine always, that he may at proper seasons
come forth with more advantage and energy.
He will not think himself neglected if he be
not always praised, I have taken the liberty,,
you see, of an old man3 to give advice and
make reflections which your own good sense
will, I dare say, render unnecessary*

As you mention your being just about to
leave town, you are going, I should suppose,
to Dumfries-shire, to look at some of Mr. Mil-
ler's farms. I heartily wish the offers to be
made you there may answer; as I am per-
suaded you will not easily find a more generous
and better hearted proprietor to live under than
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